Parental imprinting of the human H19 gene.
It has only recently become clear that genetic imprinting plays an important role in human embryogenesis and in processes leading to the development of pediatric cancers and other human diseases. Using a unique human tissue, the androgenetic complete hydatidiform mole, we established that the maternally inherited allele of the imprinted H19 gene is expressed. Our results also show that the paternal allele of the human IGF-II gene, a gene suspected to be parentally imprinted in humans, is expressed.